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- or ‘respiratory swing’ or ‘pulsus paradoxus’
- usually also has pulse pressure variation

- means there is a degree of fluid responsiveness

Physiology

- exaggerated decreased in SBP and DBP during inspiration c/o increased in negative intrathoracic pressure -> blood pools in pulmonary circulation -> left heart filling reduced

Reasons

- systolic blood pressure fluctuates with breathing

- the difference of greater than 15mmHg between inspiratory and expiratory systolic pressures.

- the R-R interval on ECG is regular -> this rules out arrhythmia as a cause for the fluctuating systolic pressure.

CAUSES

Hypovolaemia

Tamponade

Bronchospasm

Pneumothorax

Raised intra-abdominal pressure

Raised intra-thoracic pressure

LV dysfunction

Dynamic hyperinflation
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